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COPIES of the Memorials to the Irish Government from the Prisoners 
confined in the Gaol of the County of Corlc y under sentence of the Judges 
of Assize, at the last Autumn Circuit, for Offences connected with 
Tithes ; and of Letters from the Irish Government in reply to any 
such Memorial, to any Prisoner, or to the Sheriff of the County of Cork ; 
and of the Letter or Letters of such Sheriff to the Irish Government 
on such subject; and of all Communications between the Irish Govern- 
ment and the Gaol Committee of the County of Cork on the said 
subject. 



— No. 1.— 

COMPLAINT of the undersigned Five Prisoners, confined in Gaol of County 
of Cork for Offences connected with Tithe Meetings. 

O N Saturday the 3d of November we were committed to the county prison ; 

on that evening at dusk were locked up in dark cells about nine feet square, 
not even allowed a candle ; confined till seven o’clock in the morning, called up 
to attend prayers in the house of correction, were ushered out to the chapel 
under an escort, and in company with murderers and felons ; locked up in a 
pew, and when prayers were over were kept there till all the rest of the pri- 
soners were sent back to their different places of confinement ; eat no breakfast 
on Sunday, not being allowed a kettle to boil water ; at half-past nine were 
again locked up, while the turnkey was at his breakfast ; at three again locked 
up, while he was at dinner ; locked up in the cells again before five in the 
evening, and confined till seven in the morning. On Monday were allowed to 
purchase a kettle ; the locking up at the different hours the same as usual. 
Tuesday night were allowed a candle, which we were obliged to extinguish at 
eight o’clock, when the first watch went about. No relaxation up to this date; 
no friend allowed to see or sit with us except between two doors, in a place 
called the Skuttle, about three feet square. Friday, November the 9th, 1832. 
We were not allowed a single drop of spirits, wine or porter ; water is the 
only drink allowed. 

(signed) Dom k P. Ronayne. 

Jer h O'Lomasny. 

J. Hennessy. 

Michael Dunahy. 

TV m Ronan. 



— No. 2. — 

LETTER from Sir William Gosset to the High Sheriff of county of Cork. 

Si r> Dublin Castle, 13th November 1832. 

I transmit herewith, by command of the Lord Lieutenant, a paper signed 
by five prisoners in the gaol of the county of Cork for anti-tithe meetings, 
complaining of rigorous treatment since their confinement in gaol, and I am to 
signify his Excellency’s desire, that the prisoners may not be subjected to un- 
necessary severity. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Gosset. 



No. l. 

Complaint of Five 
Prisoners ; 
November 1832. 



No. a. 

Sir Wm. Gosset to 
the Sheriff of Cork ; 
13 November 1832. 
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No. 3. 

R. O’ Driscoll, Esq. 
to the Right lion. 

E. G. Stanley ; 
17 November 1832. 



(Enclosure in N0.3.) 
Extract from 
Cork Reporter, 
17 November 1832 



No. 4. 

Sheriff of Cork to 
Sir Win. Gosset ; 
18 November 1832. 



— No. 3. — 

LETTER from R. O' Driscoll, Esq. to the Right Hon. E. G. Stanley. 

Sir, Cork, 17th November 1832 

Your attention is respectfully requested to a statement upon a newspaper of 
this city, published this afternoon, touching the treatment of the persons in 
confinement in the county gaol, sentenced by Mr. Justice Moore at the late 
assizes for opposition to tithes. 

The facts stated therein are true, and as the severity practised is doubtless 
greater than was contemplated by the learned judge, it may be considered a 
case for your humane interference. 

There is every reason to believe that Sir William Cosset’s letter was recom- 
mendatory of a more merciful treatment, though it has only led to severer 
measures. 

I have, & c. 

(signed) R. O'Driscoll. 



(Enclosure in No. 3.) 

Extract from Cork Reporter, dated 17th November 1832. 

Tithe Sitflerers in Corlc. 

\Ve have reason to believe, that the mitigation of severity of treatment to 
which these gentlemen were at first subjected, obtained through the humanity 
of Mr. Sheriff Johnson, has been reversed, and the old system restored. If, 
therefore, Sir William Gosset wrote, and we have reason to think he did, the 
import of his letter must have been very different from what Mr. Ronayne 
states *, or, if conformable to what he represents, must have been disregarded. 
The gaol ^ committee sat yesterday, and an order was made, rescinding 
Mr. Sheriff Johnson’s relaxation, and directing that the parties should be locked 
up in their cells at nightfall, and kept within them till day-break in the morning, 
without fire or candle-light. They had, therefore, since Mr. Johnson’s inter- 
ference, been allowed to remain unenclosed in their cells to a later hour, and fire 
to dress their own meals. It is not possible that this severity of treatment could 
have been contemplated by the judge who passed sentence upon men who sub- 
mitted. If the facts be as we represent them, and we believe they are, we 
have no doubt that a memorial to Government would produce an amelioration 
of treatment. 



— No. 4. — 

LEI PER from the High Sheriff to Sir William Gosset, with Resolutions of 
the Board of Superintendence, and Rules and Regulations of the County 
Cork Gaol enclosed. 

S,r » _ Dromore, Mallow, 18th November 1832. 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 13th instant, conveying 
Ins Excellency’s desire, that the prisoners confined in the county Cork gaol for 
anti-tithe meetings should not be subjected to any unnecessary severity. The 
Board of Superintendence having being specially summoned to hear the com- 
plaints of those persons, I laid before them your letter, with the document 
which accompanied it, signed by the five prisoners, complaining of rigorous 
treatment since their confinement in gaol. 

Having read that paper, and upon examining the prisoners personally as to 
the charges therein contained, the Board came unanimously to the subjoined 
resolution. 

The 
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The Board, however, takes leave to submit a copy of the rules and regula- 
tions of the prison, by which his Excellency will perceive that no unnecessary 
severity has been resorted to in this case, and in order the more clearly to illus- 
trate this fact, they have divided the complaints of the prisoners into five 
heads, with a reference to the several rules of the prison to which they 
respectively apply, and signed by me as sheriff. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Rich' 1 Oliver Aldtcorth, 

High Sheriff County Cork. 



Resolution of the Board of Superintendence of the County Cork Gaol, 
above alluded to. 



16th November 1832. 



Resolved, 

That all the regulations are to be strictly adhered to, and that with regard 
to cooking , they are permitted to obtain any provisions they wish in a cooked 
state •, but it has never been the custom of the prison or Board to permit 
cooking inside the prison departments, and they are of opinion that they are 
as leniently treated as any other prisoners in the gaol. 

(signed) Rick 1 Oliver Aldworlh. 



(Enclosure 1 in No. 4.) 

Complaints of Prisoners, with Prison Rules to which they apply. 



No. 1 . Being locked up at dusk in 
cells nine feet square $ not even al- 
lowed a candle. 



No. 2. Being obliged to attend cha- 
pel, and conveyed there under an escort 
in company with murderers and felons; 
locked up in a pew, and when prayers 
were over, kept until all other prison- 
ers were sent back to the gaol. 

No. 3. Not being allowed a kettle 
to boil water for breakfast. 



No. 4. Locked up during the break- 
fast and dinner hours of the turnkeys. 

No. 5. Not being allowed to see 
their friends in the interior of the pri- 
son, but in the skuttle. 

No. 6. Classed with murderers and 
felons. 

(signed) 



■471. a 



No. 1. According to the regulations 
of the prison, see General Rules for 
Prisoners, Nos. 5, and Bell’s No. 12. 
By the Prison Act, either three or one 
prisoner only allowed to sleep in a cell ; 
the prisoners complaining preferred 
sleeping three in each cell. 

No. 2. See Rule, No. 7, under the 
head Chaplains ; the pew in the cha- 
pel, No. 4, to which class the prison- 
ers belong, is so situated that those 
who sit there, according to the pre- 
sent system of arrangement, go in first 
and come out last. 

No. 3. No cooking allowed in the 
prison, and no application made on 
Sunday either to governor or deputy- 
governor. Kettle allowed when appli- 
cation was made. 

No. 4. Agreeably to the regulations 
for the security and guarding of the 
prison. 

No. 5. The porch .or skuttle built 
expressly for this purpose, in order to 
ensure the safety of the prison, on the 
removal of the military. 

No. 6. No murderers or felons in 
that class ; convicted misdemeanorants 
being only confined there. 

Richard Oliver Aldxcorth, 

H igh Sheriff County Cork. 
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No. 4. 

Sheriff of Cork to 
Sir Wm. Gosset; 
18 November 1832. 



No. 4. 

(Enclosure 1.) 
Complaints of 
Prisoners. 
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(Enclosure 2 in No. 4.) 

RULES and REGULATIONS for the County of Cork Gaol, and House of 
Correction. 

Board of Superintendence. 

I. The Board of Superintendence appointed by the grand jury for superintend- 
ing the management of this prison shall meet on the last Friday in every month " 
they may also meet by adjournment, or on summonses issued by the governor 
at the desire of the high sheriff of the county, local inspector, or any two mem- 
bers of the board: the high sheriff shall preside, or in his absence such member 
of the board as they shall choose; three members to form a quorum, one at 
least being a justice of the peace. 

II. They shall make rules, regulations, and orders for the good government 
of the prison : any addition or alteration on the rules and regulations of the 
board shall be entered on the minutes, and inserted in a summons to be issued 
seven days before the meeting for its consideration. They shall lay a report of 
the state of the prison, accompanied by such observations as they shall think fit, 
before the grand jury at each assizes, and before the going judge of assize: 
they or any two of them shall each day of meeting examine the different parts 
of the prison, and inquire into the order and management thereof, and into the 
conduct of the officers, as also of the persons confined therein. The journals, 
books of orders, reports and registers shall be kept in a regular office, to which 
the governor and deputy-governor shall have access, and such books shall be 
examined by the board of superintendence. They shall give orders for supply- 
ing the prison with all things necessary, and enter into all contracts for articles 
wanted, or work to be done, or payment of all bills ; and no work shall be done, 
or articles procured, without a written order by said board, or in case of emer- 
gency, by the local inspector or a member of the board. 

III. I hey shall appoint two of their members who shall visit the prison inter- 
mediately between the meeting of the board, and have power to make occa- 
sional orders in case of pressing emergency, which shall have force only until 
the next meeting of the board ; such orders to be entered, with signature, in a 
book to be called “ The Visitor’s Book.” The board shall have power to sus- 
pend any officer or servant of the prison (with the exception of the sheriff, 
gaoler, and his assistants) whose conduct may render it necessary, and shall be 
competent to make such arrangements as may be expedient for the temporary 
performance of the duties of the officer or servant so suspended until report be 
made to the proper authorities. 

IV. A general statement of accounts is to be laid by the board before the 
grand jury at each assizes ; the several expenses connected with the prisons of 
the county to be arranged under heads, so as to enable the grand jury to in- 
clude the whole in one presentment: the form submitted by the inspectors 
general of prisons is approved, and, so far as circumstances may admit, to be 
adopted. 

V. Prior to each assizes, the board are to take into consideration the reports 
of the inspectors-general of prisons (which are to be delivered to them for that 
purpose, by the secretary of the grand jury) and those of the local inspector, 
and to report upon them to the grand jury, pointing out to them in such re- 
port the principle suggestions offered by the inspectors-general, with their 
opinion thereon. 

VI. I he board are to make a report to the grand jury at each assizes, upon 
the character, conduct and qualifications of the different officers of the prison. 



Local Inspector. 

I. The local inspector being the principal local officer of the goal, he is there- 
fore to be obeyed as such by the governor and other officers, except so far as his 
orders may appear to endanger the safe custody of prisoners, in which case the 
enforcement of such orders is to be suspended by the governor, until the case 
can be submitted to the board of superintendence. 

II. He 
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II. He is to see that all regulations made under the act for consolidating and No. 4 . 

amending “ the laws relating to prisons in Ireland,” or by any competent au- (Enclosure 2 .) 

thority, are carried into full force and effect. RuIcb and Regula- 

III. He is to watch over the execution of the 24 rules prescribed by the Act, tions of Cork Gaol, 
and particularly to attend to the duties detailed in Rules IS, 14, and 24. 

IV. He is to prepare all returns called for, to observe all forms prescribed, 
and orders which may be issued by the inspectors-general of prisons, in order to 
enable them to execute the duties imposed upon them under the provisions of 
the Act, or by the regulations established by any competent authority. 

V. He is to post in some conspicuous place in every common hall or day room, 
the dietary table in use in the prison. 

Governor. 



I. The Governor shall be resident in the prison, and shall exercise a general 
superintendence over it, assisting by his influence, and directing by his authority, 
all inferior officers in the execution of their several duties, for the strict ob- 
servance of which he is to hold himself responsible ; he shall report to the 
visitors, local inspector, and board of Superintendence, at their next meeting, 
any violation of the rules, or any other misconduct of any officer, servant or 
prisoner. 

II. He shall keep a journal, in which he is hereby directed to record the daily 

events of the prisons. ... 

III. He shall see every prisoner on his or her entrance into the prison ; and 
after such person’s examination by the medical attendant, shall give directions 
for placing such person in the proper class. 

The classes to be as follows ; viz. 



This classification is not to be departed from, unless the crowded state of the 
prison requires it. . 

IV. He shall enter in a book, to be called the Gaol Register, a list of the 
several persons in his custody, their offences, times of, and authority for, com- 
mittal and discharge, noting also when any prisoner had been committed before, 
when and how often, all punishments inflicted, their duration and by what au- 
thority, together with any particulars which may have come to his knowledge 
respecting the prisoner’s former habits and course of life. 

V. He shall lay before the board, at their general meeting, all applications 
for repairing and supplies, all bills for articles purchased or for work done. 

IV. He shall visit every part of the prison, at least once in the 24 hours, and 
state the hour of such inspection in his journal, and see that every prisoner is 
daily washed, for which purpose they are to be drawn up in line in their re- 

SP VII . 6 He* shall frequently examine the state of the cells, the bedding and the 
food, giving to the prisoners opportunities of making any complaint or applica- 
tion, to which he shall attend as far as may be right or proper. 

VIII. He shall not absent himself from the prison for a night, without per- 

mission of the local inspector or the board of superintendence, signified in 
writing on the journal, unless in the execution of his duty, or by reason of some 
unforeseen accident, which he shall state on the journal, and not even then until 
he shall have formally given up the charge thereof to the deputy-governor ; and 
on no account are the governor and deputy -governor to be absent at the same 
time from the prison. , . „ , . t 

IX. The governor, in executing the duties of his office, must guard nimseJl 
against every impulse of anger and resentment; he should command with tem- 
per enforce his authority with firmness, without swearing or making use of 
violent language, and he should punish disobedience or refractory conduct with- 
out partiality ; the same humanity and temper which is required of the governor 
himself in the execution of his duty, must be insisted on by him m the conduct 
of every inferior officer and servant of the prison ; but they are not to hold any 
unnecessary conversation, or enter into familiarities with the prisoneis. 

X On the death of any prisoner, he shall take the necessary means for the 
decent interment of the body, unless the prisoner’s friends shall be desirous of 



taking it away. 

471. ' A 4 



XI. He 
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XI. lie shall receive a personal report daily from every officer under hi s 

direction, and shall enter in his journal any case of neglect or misconduct of anv 
person whatsoever connected with the establishment. ^ 

XII. Should he observe any prisoner in absolute want of any article of cloth- 
ing, he his to report the same to the local inspector at his next visit to the gaol 
who shall take immediate measures for furnishing the same. 

XIII. He is to receive a nightly report in writing of the state of the prison 
from the deputy-governor, together with the keys of the outer gate, which is to 
be locked at nine o’clock in the evening, front the 25th day of March to the 
29th day of September, and eight o’clock from the 29th day of September to 
the 25th day of March, and not afterwards opened unless in the presence of the 
governor, and such occurrence to be recorded in his journal. 

XIV. In case any article of provisions supplied to the prisoners shall be com- 
plained of, or appear to him to be of an inferior quality, he shall call upon the 
governor of the house of correction, the deputy-governor of the gaol, and the 
matron to assist him in surveying the same, and with their concurrence shall 
report thereon in writing immediately to the local inspector, who shall cause 
such article to be returned, and such circumstance to be reported to the board 
of superintendence at their next meeting. 

XV. He is to use his utmost vigilance to prevent all tradesmen and others 
who shall supply any articles used in the prison from practising any fraud or 
imposition, and in every way to use his best endeavours to support the orders 
and wishes of the board of superintendence, and to cause others to do so. 

XVI. He is to be responsible that the prisoners appear in the chapel on 
Sundays with clean linen, and is to deliver to the chaplain an account of all 
persons absent, stating the cause thereof. 

XVII. No person, except a magistrate of the county, shall be admitted, unless 
by a written order from the high sheriff, one of the board of superintendence, or 
local inspector, to sec or hold any communication with any of the prisoners 
(master debtors excepted) on any other days than Tuesdays and Fridays, for a 
reasonable time between the hours of 10 and a quarter before 4> o’clock, and 
then only in presence of the turnkeys of the respective wards. No written 
communication to be allowed in or out of the prison, unless by permission of 
the governor, who shall first examine such writing : the law advisers of the 
prisoners are to have access to them at all reasonable times, for a fortnight pre- 
vious to the assizes ; Monday is to be added to the before-mentioned days of 
visiting, and during the assizes every day. 

XVIII. No money or other perquisites whatsoever shall be taken by any 
officer or his assistant for admission of persons to sec the prison or any prisoners 
therein, or on any other account whatever. 

XIX. lie shall make himself perfectly acquainted with the Prison Act, and 
pay' particular attention to the different clauses thereof relating to his duty. 

XX. To all these rules he shall strictly adhere; and in extraordinary cases not 
herein provided for, he is to act to the best of his judgment, reporting the ne- 
cessity thereof when he next sees the local inspector. 

XXI. The foregoing regulations being for the most part applicable to the 
governor of the house of correction, he is most strictly to observe those which 
appertain to the duties of the establishment committed to his charge; in addi- 
tion to which he is frequently to converse with the prisoners, pointing out to 
them the punishment which always awaits crime, and endeavour to impress on 
their minds the advantages resulting from honesty, industry and moral con- 
duct, in order that they may on their liberation be induced to refrain from evil 
courses. 

The classification of the house of correction is as follows, and is not to be de- 
parted from unless the crowded state of the prison requires it : 

No. 1. Boys and light offences. 

No. 2 & 3. Under six months imprisonment. 

No. 4. Six months and under twelve months. 

No. 5. Twelve months and upwards, and military prisoners. 

Deputy Governor. 

I. He is-, under the governor, to take charge of, and to preserve order and 
regularity throughout the prison. v 

II. He 
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II. He is to spend every moment he can spare within the yards, to see that No. 4. 

the turnkeys who act as schoolmasters perform the duties imposed on them, (Enclosure 2.) 

and that they remain at their appointed stations. Rules and Regula- 

III. He-is to see that the provisions are served out in good order, and at tions of Cork Gaol, 

the appointed hours ; that nothing against the rules pass in or out of the " 

prison, and to prevent as much as possible all unnecessary communication with 
the prisoners. 

IV. He is to have general charge of the furniture, blankets, &c. in the dif- 
ferent wards, for which he is again to make the respective turnkeys account- 
able, he is to receive weekly reports from them of the state thereof, and to 
furnish a monthly report of the state of the whole to the governor. 

V. The charge of the store-room in the gaol is given to him, from whence 
he shall issue out the different articles only on written orders from the high 
sheriff, board, local inspector, or visitors. He is to receive and issue out pro- 
visions, coals, &c. under the direction of the local inspector. 

VI. He is to keep an issue and receipt book of every article received into 
the prison, by whom ordered, and the price charged, whether by contract or 
otherwise. 

VII. He is to make the governor immediately acquainted with any miscon- 
duct of the turnkeys, or any irregularity or violation of the rules of the prison, 
also with any complaint made by the prisoners. 

VIII. He is to prepare for survey at the end of every month, previous 
to the meeting of the board, any article which may be worn out or wanting 
repair. 

IX. He is to see that the prisoners are regularly supplied with straw, and 
such change of linen as the prison affords, and that the blankets are washed 
quarterly, and occasionally aired, and to attend to the general cleanliness and 
ventilation of the prison. 

X. He, as well as the turnkeys, are to be more than usually alert on the 
days appointed for the prisoners to see their friends, to preserve order and pre- 
vent any improper communication, and to be careful that the guards are in 
attendance during the time. 

XI. He is to go round the prison after lock-up hour, in order to see that all 
the prisoners are confined in their respective cells, and make a nightly report 
to the governor. 

XII. In the absence of the governor he will be held responsible for all the 
duties of that officer, with which, as well as the official book, he is to make 
himself perfectly acquainted, and he is not to absent himself from the prison 
without permission of the governor or local inspector. He is also to make 
himself perfectly acquainted with the Prison Act. 

Chaplains. 

I. The chaplains shall perform Divine service in the chapel on every Sunday, 

Christmas-day and Good Friday at a regular hour, and shall visit and exhort 
twice at least in the week every prisoner of their respective religious per- 
suasions. . 

II. They are to pay particular attention to the education of the prisoners in 
the different schools. 

III. They shall represent to the board or visitors whatever may appear to 

them worthy of their notice, or suggest anything which may tend to tne per- 
sonal reformation and moral improvement of the prisoners. # 

IV. The Protestant chaplain shall administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper four times in the year, or oftener at his discretion, to such persons as he 
shall think are fit to partake of it. 

V. They shall severally enter on the journal the times of their attendance at 
Divine service, together with the number of persons present, and all such 
observations as may occur to them in the general execution of their office. 

VI. In case of absence of either chaplain on reasons allowed by the board, 
or sudden prevention by illness or other circumstances ^to be detailed in the 
journal) he shall provide a substitute, subject to the approbation of the board. 

VII. The Prisoners shall be conducted in an orderly manner to Divine ser- 
vice in the chapel on the appointed days, at which it is expected that all the 
turnkeys will be present with the prisoners of their respective departments, the 
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governor and deputy governor to take the duty alternately of being present t„ 

observe the behaviour of the prisoners while there. ° ^ 10 

: ,Y n '- The 7 s ' ,aU bc particular in daily visiting all prisoners under sentenre 

1. of death, and administer such spiritual consolation as the circumstances of thl 
different cases will admit. ue 



Physician, Surgeon , or Principal Medical Attendant. 

I. He shall examine all prisoners on their being first brought to the prison 
and ascertain that they are respectively in a state of health and cleanliness to 
be safely placed among the other prisoners of their class. 

II. He shall daily visit every part of the prison, and shall converse with 
every prisoner out of health, and report every case of sickness to the governor 
who shall on his requsition order any prisoner to be sent to the hospital and his 
or her name to be entered on the journal. 

III. He shall further attend in case of necessity as often as necessary, or on 
notice from the governor, and shall make an entry on the journal at each time 
of his attendance. 

IV. He shall visit daily the prisoners in the hospital, and enter in his « Medi- 
cal Journal,” opposite the name of such prisoner, the disease under which he 
or she suffers, and the day when placed under his care, and when discharged 
with such observations as the case may require. 

V. He shall acquaint the governor with any necessity of suspending or vary- 
ing the diet of any prisoner, and the governor shall give directions accordingly 
and report such variations to the local inspector. 

VI. If prevented from attending his duty by illness or any other unavoidable 
cause, he shall procure ail unexceptionable substitute, and give information to 
the governor, who shall report the same to the board or visitors. 



Apothecary. 

I. He shall attend daily, and he is to execute every order he may receive 
from the medical attendant. 

II. He is to enter in the Officer’s Book of Attendance at each visit to the 
gaol, his name, date of visit, and the nature of the duty performed. 

III. He is not to employ any substitute in the execution of his duty, with- 
out permission in writing from the medical attendant, in which the name of 
the substitute is to be specified, and the cause of the non-attendance of the 
apothecary. 

IV. He shall particularly attend to the cleanliness and good order of the 
dispensary, for which he will be held responsible. 

V. He shall bc at all times answerable for the medicines committed to his 
charge, taking credit for the expenditure as ordered by the medical attendant, 
anti make a monthly report of tile expenditure and stock on hand. 



Matron. 



I. She shall be resident in the prison, and have the care and superintendence 
of the whole of the female wards, and shall regulate the same in the manner 
pi escribed to the governor for the management of tile male wards, and shall 
generally observe, as far as the same are applicable, all the rules and regulations 
laid down for the conduct of that officer ; she is not to absent herself from the 
prison without leave from the governor. a 

II- She shall accompany every male officer of the prison or visitor, at any 
tune they may visit the part of the prison under her charge. 

HI. She shall superintend and regulate the work of all prisoners in her 
department, for the cleanliness and good order of which she shall be ac- 
countable. 



IV. She shall consult the governor whenever she may want information or 
advice concerning the treatment of any of the female prisoners, and shall call 
in his aid, which shall be promptly given in the event of any resistance to her 
authority, or 111 any other emergency whatsoever. 

V. She, or her female turnkeys, shall attend chapel at all times with the 
female prisoners, unless prevented by indisposition, in which case she shall' 
enter in the journal the cause of such absence. 



VI. She, 
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VI. She, or her female turnkeys, are to search all female visitors whom No. 4. 

they may think fit on their entrance into the prison, to ascertain that no (Enclosure 2.) 

spirituous liquors, or other prohibited or improper articles, are admitted into Rules and Regula- 
the prison. „ , tions of Cork Gaol. 

VII. She is to be particularly attentive to the ladies’ committee, for whom a 
room shall he kept, in which religious instruction is to be given to the persons 
of either church apart from other prisoners, and which will be open to the 
chaplains for the same purpose when required : she, or her female turnkeys, are 
to be as much as possible in the wards allotted to their charge. 

Turnkeys. 

I. They shall have charge of the wards allotted to them by the board _ of 
superintendence, to the duties of which they are as much as possible to confine 
themselves, and for the cleanliness and good order of which they will be held 
immediately responsible. 

II. They are to act in strict obedience to the orders and directions ot their 
superior officers, who will more particularly instruct them in their respective 

duties. , . . „ ^ 

III. They shall not leave the prison without permission ot the governor. 

IV. They shall observe that the prisoners conform to the rules which are 
or may be laid down,' that they conduct themselves in an orderly manner, and 
have their meals regularly ; the inside turnkeys are to remain in their respec- 
tive wards from the first bell ringing in the morning until the lock up hour at 
night, (meal times excepted) during which time (from 10 to a quarter before 
4 o’clock) they shall instruct in reading and writing. 

V. They are, as far as circumstances will admit, to make themselves 

acquainted with the character of the prisoners under their charge, and inform 
the deputy governor or matron, as the case may be, of any particular circum- 
stance which may come to their knowledge. . , .... 

VI. They shall on no account treat the prisoners with harshness or ill-lan- 
guage, avoiding at the same time any unnecessary familiarity with them. 

VII. They shall lock up their wards at the hours appointed, and give imme- 
diate notice to the governor of any prisoner who may appear to them not to 
be in health, to be communicated by him with as little delay as possible to the 

“yin. They are to have in charge every article of furniture, blankets, &c. 
for which they are at all times to account. . , 

IX. The turnkey at the gate is to search every male visitor (unless exempted 
by competent authority) on his entrance into the gaol, to ascertain that no 
spirituous liquors or other forbidden articles are conveyed into the prison. 

P X As the example of good order and regularity in the turnkeys must be 
productive of essential benefit in controlling the prisoners, they axe expected 
in all particulars to conduct themselves with discretion and moral propriety. 

XI. They are to make a daily report of their respective wards to the deputy 
governor previous to his report to the governor. ™ 

g XII. The turnkeys are every day to examine the state of the locks, cells, 
beddinc, &c. as soon as the cells are cleared in the morning, and after the 
corridof; are swept they are to lock the doors so as to exclude the prisoners 

^Xin/^T^^rrioitthtfthe doors and windows of the night cells remain 
open, and that the bedding is frequently put out to air in dry weather. 

P XIV. They are not directly or indirectly to sell any article of any description, 
or receive any favour or emolument from the prisoners. 

Cook. 

1 He shall be resident in the prison, and shall be particularly attentive to 
the good order and cleanliness of the kitchen, and all articles entrusted to Ins 

Ca H. He is to deliver and serve out at the appointed time all rations, and take 
care that the provisions be well dressed and at the appointed hour. 

ill He shall consider himself under the more immediate and especial 
direction of the deputy governor, and shall conform to Ins orders in all cases. 

VI He shall not leave the prison without the permission of the governor. 
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School. 



No. 4. 

(Enclosure 2.) 
Rules and Regula- 
tions of Cork Gaol. 



I. From ten to a quarter before four o’clock is appointed by the board of 
superintendence for the instruction of tile prisoners, to which the inside tm 
keys are to pay particular attention by keeping correctly their school resist™ 
and conforming to such other regulations as they may from time t(T timo 

rpcpivp. Ll,ue 



Visitors. 

I. Every justice of the peace for the county is permitted, of his own free will 

and pleasure, to enter into and examine the gaol and house of correction • and 
if he shall discover any abuse or abuses therein, he is to report them in writing 
in a book to be kept for that purpose. ® 

II. Every visitor who shall produce an order from one of the board of super 
intendencc, one of the inspectors-general of prisons, or the local inspector is 
to be permitted to visit the different parts of the gaol and house of correction 
and to enter any observations in the same book. 

Visitors to Prisoners. 

I. All visitors to prisoners are to be searched by the gate turnkey for if 
females, by the matron or female turnkey), in order to ascertain that no spi- 
rttuous liquors or other improper or prohibited articles are admitted into the 
prison ; such search may be dispensed with at tile discretion of the governor 
or by order of the local inspector, or of one of the board of superintendence ’ 

II. Visitors to master debtors are to be admitted to the rooms of the prisoners 
every day from ten o’clock in the morning until eight o’clock in the afternoon 
at which time all visitors to them are to leave the prison. 

III. Visitors to poor debtors and untried criminals are to be admitted on two 
days in each week (Tuesdays and Fridays) from ten o’clock in the morning to 
a quarter before four o’clock in the afternoon, (for a fortnight previous to the 
assizes Monday is to be added, and during the assizes every day), at which 
time all visitors to them are to leave the prison. 

IV. All legal advisers or persons necessary to assist the prisoners in preparing 
for their defence, or for their discharge as insolvent debtors, are to be admitted 
every day at the same hours. 

V. No solicitor or agent is, however, to be permitted to visit prisoners indis- 

criminately m order to seek employment ; when a prisoner requires such aid 
he is to acquaint the governor, who is to send for such agent as the prisoner 
may name. 1 

VI. No person is to be permitted to visit a convicted prisoner, without an 
order in writing from one of the board of superintendence, or from the local 
inspector, winch order is to be cancelled by the gate turnkey, as it is not 
intended to warrant a repetition of such visit. 

Master Debtors. 

I. The debtors are to be divided into two classes ; the master debtors, who 
provide food and necessaries for themselves; and the poor debtors, who receive 
the gaol allowance. 

II. lhe master debtors arc to be placed in a separate part of the prison; 
they are not to sleep in cells, or to be classed in day-rooms ; they are to have 
a private room (or part of a room, according to the means of accommodation) 
to each, with a fire-place. 

III. They are not to pay any rent for their apartments: they are not, how- 
ever, entitled to any furniture or allowances. 

IV. lhey are not to bring any person whatever to sleep in the prison without 
the permission of the board of superintendence. 

V. T hey are not to be permitted to bring a servant into the prison during the 
day-time,, without permission from the local inspector. 

VI. Those who are disposed to work may employ themselves on their own 
account, provided that the materials or implements of their trade be not incon- 
venient or unfit for admission. 

VII. They 
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VII. They are expected to keep their rooms clean and orderly, either by No. 4. 

themselves or their servants, and to keep clean their proportion of the stairs and (Enclosure 2.) 

galleries of the gaol, as well as the yard and offices allotted to them. Rules and lleguia- 

VIII. They are permitted to procure for themselves, and to receive at the tionsofCork Gaol. 

times appointed by the board of superintendence, any food, bedding or other 

furniture or necessaries, subject to the examination of the officers of the prison. 

IX. They are requested to attend regularly at chapel on Sundays, and any 
other days when Divine Service shall be performed ; those who refuse to attend 
are to be locked up in their rooms during the performance of the service. 

X. No smoking, gambling, swearing, indecent language or disorderly noise 
is to be allowed in the rooms of master debtors. 

Poor Debtors. 

I. The poor debtors are to be accommodated, and fed upon the same prin- 
ciples as the poor prisoners of every other class in the gaol ; they are to be 
placed together in a common hall by day, and to sleep in separate ceils by night. 

II. The poor debtors are subject to all regulations affecting poor prisoners of 
the untried criminal class. 

General Rules for Prisoners. 

I. Every prisoner brought in shall be placed in a general reception room, 
until he or she shall have been examined by the medical attendant ; if reported 
fit to be among the other prisoners, the deputy-governor shall have such prisoner 
supplied with such portion of mess utensils as are allowed, and shall be placed 
in the ward appointed for the description of prisoners he or she may appear to 
belong to. When about to be discharged or removed to the hospital, the mess 
utensils to be returned in good order, and in presence of the deputy-governor. 

II. The prisoners shall be regularly divided into messes of eight, (including 
the wardsman) each of whom shall take the duty of wardsman alternately. 

Such wardsman shall receive, wash and arrange the food for the prisoners, and 
shall be answerable for the cleanliness of his ward, the regularity of his mess, 
and the arrangement of the different mess vessels and other articles of furniture. 

He shall wear a copper badge, stamped as a mark for distinction. 

III. Every prisoner shall appear and behave reverently at chapel on Sundays 
at the appointed hours, as clean and as decently dressed as his or her situation 
will admit of. 

IV. So much coals shall be allowed for the use of the prisoners in their day- 
rooms as shall be sufficient to protect them from the effects of extreme cold in 
the winter season, which commences on the 29th of September, and ends on the 
25th of March j the quantity to be arranged at the discretion of the board and 
the local inspector. 

V. The time of rising from bed, of breakfast and dinner, of retiring to the 
cells, and of attending Divine service, shall be announced by the ringing of 
the bell. 

VI. Any prisoner in the hospital who may be dangerously ill shall, at the 
discretion of their respective chaplains or medical attendant, be visited by his 
or her friends. 

VII. No prisoner shall disobey the orders of the governor, or of any other 
officer of the prison, or shall treat them with disrespect. 

VIII. No gambling, smoking, chewing tobacco, swearing, indecent language, 
quarrelling or noise, shall be suffered in the prison. 

IX. The prisoners shall not go into their cells by day ; they shall wear every 

article of dress ordered by the board ; they shall not break or injure the clothing, 
beddino- or furniture, soil or write on the walls, destroy or wilfully mismanage 
any materials of work or manufacture in which they may be employed ; they 
shall not sing, shout or call out of their windows ; neither shall they soil, tear 
or deface these rules, the dietary table, or an> books, papers, &c. furnished for 
their use by order of the board. ' .... 

X. Every article of furniture in the day-room is to be kept in its fixed placed 
at all times, and not moved about; and all extra clothing belonging to the 
prisoners shall be kept in a bag, and hung up in each cell. No furniture or 
bedding is to be admitted into the rooms or cells allotted, in whole or part, to 
poor prisoners, other than articles belonging to the county. 

471 . b 3 XI. The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




No. 4- 

(Enclosure 2 .) 
Rules and Regula 
lions of Cork Gaol 



14 CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO 

XI. The utmost respect must be paid by the prisoner to every person visit- 
ing the prison, by standing up with their hats off, and the greatest possible 
silence kept at all times. 

XII. Visitors shall not be permitted during divine service, nor at any time, 
without an order from the high sheriff one of the board of superintendence, or 
local inspector. 

XIII. No prisoner shall converse from one ward to any prisoner confined in 
another. 

XIV. All letters or parcels to or from a prisoner must be inspected by the 
governor, who shall forward or keep the same, according to the nature of their 
contents ; and any money or other article sent to the prisoner is to be held over 
by the governor, or made uso of, if necessary, for or delivered to said prisoner 
when discharged. 

XV. The instruction and work of the prisoners is to be so arranged as not to 
cause the intermixture of the individuals of different classes. 

XVI. Good Friday and Christmas-day are the only days in which hard 
labour shall be suspended. 



Bells. 

1st llell: Six o’clock in the morning during summer, and seven o’clock in 
the morning during winter. — The prisoners arc then to rise and dress ; doors to 
be unlocked ; nuisances removed ; the blankets to be held up for the turnkey’s 
inspection, then folded ; the mattrasses to be taken from the hammocks and 
bedsteads, and shook ; the cells cleaned out, and the whole arranged as directed ; 
after which the prisoners are to repair to the lavataries, where they are to clean 
and wash themselves. 

2d Bell : Half-past six or half-past seven, according to the season. — The pri- 
soners shall repair to their respective yards, where they are to be drawn up in 
regular order, and inspected by the governor, who is to see that each prisoner’s 
person is properly clean, and that they are told off to their different employ- 
ments for the day, to which they must proceed in regular order two by two; 
the observance of this inspection to be noted daily in the governor’s journal ; 
the wardsmen are then to clean and arrange every part of their respective 
wards, and prepare for breakfast. 

Sd Bell : Quarter before nine o’clock. — Work to cease ; the prisoners to pro- 
ceed in order to their respective yards ; the wardsmen to attend and receive 
breakfast, which is to be carried on trays to the different mess tables, and 
arranged so that each individual’s breakfast may be prepared for him at 
coming in. 

4th Bell : Nine o’clock. — The prisoners to be drawn up in their respective 
yards, from whence (on a signal that the wardsmen arc ready), they shall pro- 
ceed regularly to their day-rooms, and sit down in order at their mess tables to 
breakfast; during meal-time no noise is to be made, and the most perfect deco- 
rum is to be observed. 

5th Bell : Ten o’clock. — The prisoners to be drawn up in their respective 
yards, and proceed two by two to their different employments. At this hour 
school is to commence in the gaol. 

6th Bell : Twelve o’clock. — Relaxation from hard labour, during which time 
all unnecessary speaking must be avoided. 

7tii Bell : Two o’clock. — Hard labour resumed. 

8th Bell: Quarter before four o’clock. — Work to cease; the prisoners to 
proceed to their respective yards; and the wardsmen to attend and receive 
dinner, to be arranged as at third bell. School to cease in the gaol. 

9th Bell: Four o’clock. — Dinner; the prisoners to proceed as at fourth bell. 

10th Bell : Five o’clock. — Labour resumed. 

11th Bell: Six o’clock. — Labour to cease for the day. This and the pre- 
ceding bell to be discontinued during winter. 

12th Bell : Eight o’clock in summer ; at dusk in the winter. — The prisoners 
are to arrange themselves opposite their respective cell-doors, and to be locked 
up for the night. 
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— No. 5. — 

LETTER from Right Hon. E. G. Stanley , to the High Sheriff. 

Sir, Dublin Castle, 21st November 1832. No. 5. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to send you the enclosed letter from The Right Hon. 
Mr. O’ Driscoll, and the newspaper to which it refers, and his Excellency \heriffof?o?k; 
requests you will have the goodness to acquaint me, for his information, whether ^ November 1832. 
the statement respecting the treatment of the prisoners confined in the gaol of 1 ° vem 
the county of Cork for attending anti-tithe meetings is founded on fact, and 
that you will state how the prisoners in question are accommodated and treated. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) E. G. Stanley . 



- No. 6. — 



LETTER from N. Johnson , Esq. Under Sheriff; to Right Hon. E. G. Stanley. 

Sir, 69, South Mall, Cork, 23d November 1832. No. 6. 

I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 21st instant, requesting Under Sheriff 
that I would acquaint you, for the information of his Excellency the Lord to the Right Hon. 
Lieutenant, how the persons confined in the gaol of this county for attending E.G. Stanley, 
anti-tithe meetings are accommodated and treated. Immediately upon receipt ^ November 18 32. 
of which I repaired to the gaol, where I was so fortunate as to meet Major 
Woodward, the Inspector-general of prisons (who I believe has written to you 
upon this subject), as also two gentlemen of the gaol committee, to whom I 
mentioned the receipt of your letter, and from whom . I obtained a copy of a 
resolution entered into at the last meeting of that board, which I now enclose; 

I also visited the prisoners alluded to myself, and ascertained from them, that 
their principal cause of complaint as to the manner in which they are treated 
is that of being locked up in their respective cells at so early an hour as half- 
past four every evening, and kept there till next morning, but which is strictly 
conformable to the gaol regulations and discipline. 

I take the liberty of adding, that from my own observation there is a very 
visible alteration for the worse in the appearance of Mr. Ronayne’s health, and 
such as would require some relaxation of the gaol discipline if possible to be 
dispensed with; but I believe the gaol committee do not feel themselves 
authorized to interfere unless by an order of the Court of King s Bench. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Noble Johnson, 

Under Sheriff. 

P. S. I beg leave to return you Mr. O’Driscoll’s letter. 



(Enclosure in No. 6.) 

The gentlemen are treated strictly according to the regulations of the prison, Enclosure in No. 6, 
and that there is no unusual or increased rigour adopted in their case. 

A meeting of the Board was held specially on Friday the 16th instant. 

Present: W°L. Shuldham, esq. of Dunmanway; W. H. Hodder, esq. Hod- 
dersfield; Robert M'Carty, esq. Carrignane ; Samuel Wiley, esq.; Daniel 
Connor, esq. of Manclie ; Sir Robert Travers, Gurtegrenane ; Richard Oliver 
Aldworth, esq. high-sheriff. The Board came to the following decision : The 
Board are of opinion, that all the regulations are to be strictly adhered to ; and 
that with regard to cooking, that they are permitted to receive any provisions 
they wish for in a cooked state, but it has never been the custom of the prison 
to allow cooking in the prison (master debtors excepted), and that they are of 
opinion that they are as leniently treated as any prisoners can be. 

471. B 4 
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No. 7. 

Sir Win. G osset to 
the Sheriff of Cork; 
2G November 1832. 



No. 8. 

The Sheriff of Cork 
to Sir Win. Gosset; 
li December 1832. 



— No. 7. — 

LETTER from Sir Wm. Gosset, to the High Sheriff of the County of Cork. 

Sir. Dublin Castle, 26th November 1832. 

Having submitted to the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 18th instant, 
I have the honour to acquaint you, that his Excellency, after consulting with 
Judge Moore upon the representation of the five prisoners in the gaol' of the 
County Cork, observes, that the Board of Superintendence have adhered with 
rigorous fidelity to the strict letter of the law, which although it may justify 
every thing they have done, as coming under the rules and regulations enacted 
by the statute 7 Geo. 4, c. 74, s. 100, or be authorized by their own bye-laws, 
pursuant to the 4th section of the same statute, yet his Excellency cannot 
think that slight modifications of the strictness of the’ regulations which circum- 
stances may in many instances call for would be inconsistent with the principle 
of the statute, which was intended to mitigate the ancient severity of prisons, 
and to ameliorate the condition of prisoners, of every denomination, as far as 
could be done consistently with security and discipline. 

The Lord Lieutenant does not see anything in the regulations of the Prisoners’ 
Act to preclude persons who have the means of procuring clothing, food and 
other necessaries from having such, provided it be done under the order of some 
member or members of the board, and under proper precautions on the part 
of the officers of the gaol. With respect to prisoners seeing their friends, it 
appears to his Excellency that the sixth bye-law, under the head “Visitors,” 
authorizes the admission of such to convicted prisoners, upon an order in 
writing from one of the board or the local inspector ; and as to the complaint, 
that water is the only beverage, the fifth rule, section 109, authorizes the use 
of spirituous liquors on the written order of the physician or surgeon, specifying 
the quantity and for whom ; and it does not appear that any bye-law has been 
made on this subject, neither has it been stated that any rules or orders of the 
King’s Bench has hitherto specified in what quantities these shall be permitted 
into the prison, or the time or manner of permitting the use of them, pursuant 
to the provisions of the statute ; and it would seem, that it was not intended 
they should be altogether excluded, but that they should be admitted under 
regulations to be prescribed. 

I am to signify his Excellency’s request, that you will submit these observa- 
tions to the Board of Superintendence. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) IV. Gosset . 



— 8 . — 

LETTER from the High Sheriff to Sir William Gosset. 

Sir, County of Cork Gaol, lltli Dec. 1832. 

In reply to your letter of the 26th inst., the Board of Superintendence beg 
leave to state, that every indulgence consistent with the discipline of the prison 
and safe custody of the prisoners has been permitted. 

All prisoners who express a wish to diet themselves are permitted to obtain 
every article of food and clothing they require. 

Convicted prisoners are allowed to see their friends, according to the gaol 
regulations. The removal of the military guard made it necessary to take pre- 
cautions for the safety of the prison. 

Porches were erected on purpose for prisoners to see their friends, without 
being permitted to enter into the interior of the prison, which would endanger 
the safety of the establishment. And the Board are of opinion that there should 
be no distinction of prisoners when once convicted. 

The Board have always acted according to the spirit of the 6th rule, sec. 109, 
respecting the admission of spiritous liquor into the prison, and refer all appli- 
cations for liquor to the medical attendant, who has invariably complied with 
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the provisions of the Act. In the present instance, the prisoners were allowed No. 8. 
by the medical attendant the quantity of wine and spirits recommended by their The Sheriff of Cork 
own physician. to Sir Wm. Gosset ; 

The quantities allowed are as follows : — 11 Decemher l8 3g ‘ 

November 10t.h, D. P. Ronayne, one quart of whiskey per week. 

November 16th, John Lomasney (since discharged) one bottle of whiskey per 
week. 

November 18th, M. W. Swiss, two bottles of wine per week. 

'November 26th, M. J. Hennessy, two bottles of wine per week. 

The above allowances commenced on the dates as above. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Oliver Aldxvorth , 

High Sheriff. 



LETTER from J. Hennessy to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. 



My Lord, County Cork Gaol, 21st December 1832. 

Having been prosecuted with five others at the last Cork assizes, by a well 
known character in this county, Geo. B. Low, relative to the posting a tithe- 
notice in Castletown-Roehe, the learned Judge Moore, before whom the trial 
was held, sentenced me to nine months’ imprisonment, and the other five to one 
month each. Here, my Lord, am I confined since the Cork assizes, 22d 
October, with two other gentlemen, namely, Dominick P. Ronayne and W. G. 
Twiss, who pleaded guilty to the posting and publishing tithe notices, and were 
also sentenced to three and four months’ imprisonment. 

We have, my Lord, since the period of our confinement, received such dread- 
ful and cruel treatment that we can no longer forbear submitting these priva- 
tions to your personal consideration, with a hope to an amelioration of our 
condition. 

My Lord, we have since our confinement been locked into separate, dark, 
cold, solitary cells, every evening at half-past 4 o’clock, and there kept till 8 next 
morning, fifteen hours, without fire, candle-light, or any individual to speak to. 

We would not be allowed to cook for ourselves; we are consequently obliged 
to pay at a very high rate for breakfast and dinner, and which in fact we are 
not able to afford. 

Neither, my Lord, would any of our family or friends be allowed to see us, 
except in a place called the Scuttle, the entrance to the prison ; and surely, my 
Lord, you know the necessity of a man’s speaking to a number of his family 
upon his private and domestic affairs without having strangers present. 

Such, my Lord, is the cruelty with which we are treated. An eminent 
barrister waited on Judge Moore and told him the treatment we received ; the 
learned and humane Judge expressed his astonishment, and declared such was 
never intended for us, and proceeded to the Castle to Sir William Gosset; from 
his remonstrance there, Sir William wrote to the gaol committee, and it appears 
there was no less than three communications on the part of Sir William, with 
the committee, requiring to relax these dreadful privations, but, melancholy to 
relate, to no effect. 

My Lord, it is with reluctance I take up my pen to trouble you with this 
communication, having no other alternative left. We do hope your Lordship 
will take us into your consideration. 

I have the honour, &c. 



No. 9. 

J. Hennessy to the 
Lord Lieutenant; 
21 December 183a. 



(signed) .7. Hennessy. 
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No. 10. 

D. P. Ronayne, Esq. 
to the Eight Hon. 

E. G. Stanley, Esq., 
flfl December 1832. 



No. 11. 

Sir Wns. Gosaet to 
1 nspectors-general 
of Prisons; 

26 December 1832. 



No. 12. 
Report of the 
1 nspectors-general 
of Prisons ; 

27 December 1832. 
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— No. 10.— 

LETTER from D. P. Ronayne , Esq., to the Right Hon. E. G. Stanley. 

' Sir, County Gaol, December 25. 

IN your letter of the 13th of November, now before me, you desired me to 
state any complaints I had to make relative to my treatment in this prison, and 
that it would be attended to. 

I have made many complaints since, and yet here I am, together with my 
fellow prisoners, undergoing the most cruel treatment. I am locked up in a 
damp cold cell, without either fire or candle-light, for 105 hours in each week. 
I am not allowed to see a friend or relative upon any business except in a place 
called the Skuttle, the common entrance into the number, and subject to the 
repeated intrusion of the turnkey. I am also prevented from cooking ; a very 
serious punishment indeed, when the very heavy expense of being supplied 
from a hotel every day is taken into consideration ; it has already cost me 30/. ; 
a sum, though small to some, leaves me much distressed. Another serious 
grievance I beg leave to state is, that I am locked up every evening at half- 
past four into my cell, and left there till near eight in the morning. There is 
no rule or regulation to prevent cooking, and yet such is the doggedness of the 
committee that they will not allow it. All this punishment I am suffering for 
nearly three months, and that contrary to the expressed opinion of Judge 
Moore, who sentenced me. I have now suffered more than double the punish- 
ment my crime deserved; and for a confirmation of this tact, I confidently 
refer you to the learned judge. Under all those circumstances, and relying 
on your promise that my complaints should be attended to, I hope I don’t ask 
too much in requesting that you would have the kindness to order some relaxa- 
tion of the dreadful punishment inflicted on me, by allowing me to cook, and 
allowing me to sit up till nine or ten at night. I again respectfully beg leave 
to state that I have already suffered three times the punishment intended for 
me by the learned judge. This being the case, all I require now is justice. 
Prom the enormous expense 1 have been at I am greatly distressed for want 
of money ; perhaps you would have the goodness to order Mr. Hatched to 
make me another payment. Waiting your reply. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Domic. P. Ronayne. 



— No. 11.— 

LETTER from Sir William Gosset to the Inspectors-general of Prisons. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 26 December 1832. 

I am directed by the Lord Lieutenant to refer to you a letter from Mr. Hen- 
nessy relative to the severe confinement endured by him and others confined 
in the gaol in the County Cork, and I have to request you will state your opi- 
nion thereon, for His Excellency’s information. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Gosset . 



— No. 12. — 

REPORT of the Inspectors-general of Prisons on further Complaints of 
Prisoners. 

Inspectors General’s Office, 

Sir, 41, Leeson -street, 27 Dec, 1832. 

IN reference to the complaint of the prisoners confined in the gaol of 
Cork for offences against the tithe laws, I beg to report, that I have in conse- 
quence visited the county of Cork prison, and consulted the local authorities 

there ; 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




PRISONERS CONFINED IN CORK GAOL. 



19 



there ; and I am quite satisfied that the board of superintendence are only No. a. 
restrained by their view of the Irish Prison Act from making any distinction Report of the 
in favour of those individuals, differing from the ordinary gaol regulations, Inspectors-geneml 
affecting the class to which they are necessarily attached from the nature of of Prisons; 
their conviction. They are ready to concede the points in question, if it can 2 7 December 1832. 
be shown that they have power so to do. 

The only proper authority under the Prison Act to alter the present regu- 
lations, or establish new ones, is the Court of King’s Bench ; and 1 would 
submit, for the consideration of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that the 
case should be laid before that Court for their direction or opinion thereon. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) B. B. Woodward , 

Inspector-general of Prisons. 



— No. IS. — 

LETTER from Sir William Gosset to the Inspectors-general of Prisons. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 27th December 1882. No. 13. 

Having laid before the Lord Lieutenant your letter of the 27th instant, with Sir Wm. Gosset to 
respect to the complaint of Mr. Hennessy, relative to his treatment and that of Inspectors-general 
others confined with him in the gaol of the county of Cork, under sentence of of PrisonS! ; 
imprisonment, I am to signify his Excellency’s desire that you will bring the 2 7 November 1832- 
matter under the consideration of the Court of King’s Bench as you have sug- 
gested ; at the same time laying before the Court the following letters : Judge 
Moore’s, dated the 26th of November; Mr. Hennessy’s letter, dated the 21st 
of December ; and your report, dated the 27th instant above mentioned. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) W. Gosset. 



— No. 



14-. — 



LETTER from Sir William Gosset to the Board of Commissioners for 
Superintending the Gaol of Cork. 

Gentlemen, Dublin Castle, 27th December 1832. No. 14. 

I am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to send you the accompanying Sir Wm. Gosstt to 
letter from D. P. Ronayne, a prisoner in the gaol of the county of Cork, com- the e n d e n ce ^ 6 r " 
plaining of the treatment he experiences in the gaol. 2 December ,g 

And I am to signify his Excellency’s request that you will favour him with 27 ecem fr 1 32, 
your opinion, and report thereon for his information. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. Gosset. 



(Enclosure in No. 14.) 

Sir, County Gaol, 20th December. (Enclosure in 

As you are by this perfectly aware, through the kind interference of the No. 14.) 

Honourable Judge Moore, of the many and severe privations I have, together 

with my fellow prisoners, endured since my confinement here, I beg leave once 
more to appeal to your humanity, not for my release, though I have already 
suffered treble the punishment intended for me by the learned judge, but that 
you would have the kindness to request of the gaol committee to allow me to sit 
up in the day room till nine or ten at night ; all other restrictions they may keep 
as they have done for the last two months, however severe, in full force. Only 
think, Sir, what it is to be locked up in a damp cold cell, without either fire or 
candle-light, nor a pane of glass to keep out the night air, from a quarter past 
471. c 2 four 
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No. 14.) 



No. 15. 

B. B. Woodward, 
Esq. to Sir Win. 
Gosset ; 

31 December 1832. 



No. 16. 

Board of Superin- 
tendence to Sir 
Win. Gosset; 

2 January 1833. 



(Enclosure in 
No. 16.) 
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four in the evening till half-past seven in the morning. I would not, Sir, have 
taken this liberty, but that I find the damp and cold making an inroad on niv 
constitution ; and I do think I would be guilty of a dereliction of that duty 
which every man owes to himself, if I did not make an effort to save that most 
valuable of all gems, health. Your compliance, Sir, will confer a great favour 
on yours, &c. 

Dom k P. Ranaync. 



— No. 15. — 

LETTER from Major Woodward, one of the Inspectors-general of 
Prisons, to Sir William Gosset. 

Office of Inspectors-general of Prisons, 
Sir, 41, Leeson-street, 31st Dec. 1832. 

I have the honour to return the papers relative to the case of gentlemen 
confined in the gaol at Cork, and complaining of their treatment therein, ancl 
to state that the case has been submitted direct to the Court of King’s Bench, 
by memorial from the parties concerned j and their Lordships, the Judges, wil| 
make the necessary orders thereon. 

I have, therefore, thought it better to withdraw the reference made by 
Government. 

I have, &c. 

(signed B. B. Woodward, I. Gen 1 . 



— No. 16,— 

LETTER from the Board of Commissioners for superintending the Gaol of 
Cork to Sir William Gossel, enclosing Report of the Gtlol Physician. 

Sir, County Cork Gaol, 2 d January 1833. 

We have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of December 
the 27 th, with that of D. P. Ronayne, accompanying ; and in answer, enclose 
for his Excellency’s information the report of the gaol physician ; to which we 
add, that though there is not glass in the windows, yet there are good window 
shutters in all the sleeping cells in the prison. 

We beg to refer you to our last communication of December the 11th, (not 
noticed), in which the Board fully explained the regulations of this prison, 
and the manner in which the prisoners are treated, which regulations are sanc- 
tioned bylaw, we have invariably adhered to, and that without respect of 
persons. Should his Excellency think fit to make any change in such rules, the 
Board will of course be ready to obey his Excellency’s command. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Travers. 



(Enclosure in No. 16.) 

Gentlemen, County of Cork Gaol, 2 d January 1833. 

In compliance with your order, I have inquired into the state of health of 
the undernamed prisoners, viz. D. P. Ronayne, W. J. Twiss, and John Hen- 
nessy, and beg leave to report, for your information, that they are all now in 
very good health ; and with reference to the alleged dampness of the prison- 
cells, I have not known any prisoner’s health to suffer from such a cause. 

I have, &c. 

(signed^) V. D. Nugent, M. D. 

To the Board of l Surgeon of County Gaol.. 

Superintendence, j 
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— No. 17. — 

ORDER of the Court of King's Bench, and Resolution of the Board of 
Superintendance of Cork Gaol. 

No. 17. 

By Order of the Court of King’s Bench. Order of the Court 

of King’s Bench ; 

Office of Inspectors-general of Prisons, 9 January 1833. 

41, Leeson-street, 9 January 1833. 

1st. THAT in the gaol of every county, county of a city, or county of 
a town in Ireland, the use of spirituous liquors only shall be forbidden to 
prisoners who provide for themselves ; and that wine, beer, or other fermented 
liquor shall be admitted for the use of such prisoners, not being poor prisoners 
within the meaning of the Prison Act, in such quantities, in such manner, and 
at such times as the board of superintendence shall direct. 

2nd. That in every case of imprisonment in which it shall be made appear to 
the board of superintendence, that from circumstances of health, or other causes, 
there is sufficient reason for relaxing, modifying or altering the discipline of the 
prison, in any particular with respect to such case, the board of superintendence 
be authorized from time to time, as occasion may require, by an order signed by 
them, or any three of them, at a meeting duly held for such purpose, to suspend, 
relax, modify or alter any bye-law relating to the discipline of the prison, with 
respect to such particular case, in such manner and for such time as may appear 
to them necessary or fit and proper under the circumstances thereof ; the 
board submitting every such order, to be made as aforesaid, without delay, to 
the Judges of the Court of King's Bench for their approbation ; but the opera- 
tion of the order to commence from the time of making it. 

By order of the Court, 

B. B. Woodward , 

Inspector-general of Prisons. 



,At a Special Meeting of the Board of Superintendence, held on Thursday the 
9th January 1833, to consider a Communication from the Court of King’s 
Bench respecting the Anti-tithe Prisoners; Present, — Sir Robert Travers, 
k. c. b. ; William Coppinger, esq.; Robert M'Carty, esq.; Samuel R. 
Wily, esq. 

Ordered, — That in consequence of a communication received from Major 
Woodward, enclosing copy, of an Order made by the Court of King’s Bench, 
empowering the board, or any three of them, to relax, alter or modify any rules 
or bye-law which they may deem necessary at any time, and as certain altera- 
tions have been pointed out by Major Woodward as those which the Court of 
King’s Bench were anxious to have relaxed in the case of the gentlemen for 
anti-tithe offences, it is hereby ordered, that the indulgence, as follows, be per- 
mitted to Messrs. Parter, Ronayne, Twiss and Hennessy ; viz. that they should 
remain in their day-rooms until nine o’clock at night, and be allowed access to 
a cell prepared for necessary purposes. 

That the rule relating to master debtors should be extended to them, as far 
as the admission of two visitors at a time to each prisoner. One pint of beer 
allowed to every prisoner dieting themselves. 

By Order of the Board of Superintendence. 



4 . 71 . 
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No. 18. 

Major Woodward 
to Sir Wm. Gosset; 
2 January 1833. 



(Enclosure in 
No. 18.) 



-No. 18.- 



LETTER from Major Woodward to Sir Wm. Gosset. 

Sir, 41, Leeson-street, 12 Jan. 1833. 

I have the honour to enclose a letter received this day from the local 
inspector of the county gaol of Cork. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) B. B. Woodward. 



(Enclosure in No. 18.) 

Sir, County of Cork Gaol, 10th January 1833. 

I am directed by the Board of Superintendence to inform you, for the infor- 
mation of the Court of King’s Bench, that in consequence of a copy of an order 
forwarded by you, made by the Court, that they have, until the next meeting of 
the Board, granted the following indulgencies to the prisoners for anti-tithe 
offences, anu to one convicted of manslaughter, viz. 

1st. That the prisoners shall remain in their day-rooms until nine o’clock at 
night ; and there be allowed access during the night to a cell prepared for neces- 
sary purposes. 

2d. That the rule relating to master debtors should be extended to them as 
far as the admission of two visitors at a time to each prisoner. 

I have, &c. 

To Major Woodward. (signed) E. R. Toxmsend. 
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